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JOHN LENNON 


A_CHILOREN'S BICENTENNIAL MUSEUM 
CINSERTS IN TAPE LIBRARY) 
AND NOW, THE VOICE OF AMERICA PRESENTS DATELINE -- ANOTHER 
IN THE SERIES OF PROGRAMS ADOUT PEOPLE, PLACES AND EVENTS 
IN THE UNITED STATES. TODAY'S DATELINE IS FAIRFIELD 
CONNECTICUT, WHERE TEACHERS ARE HELPING THEIR STUDENTS 
CELEBRATE ANERICA'S TiO HUNDREDTH BIRTHDAY. YOUR 


REPORTER IS . 





AT THE BICENTENNIAL CHILDREN'S MUSEUM AT FAIRFIELD 
UNIVERSITY, CHILDREN SIT CROSS-LEGGEND ON THE FLOOR 
WATCHING PUPPETS DRESSED IN COLONIAL COSTUMES -- OR 
POUR \WIAX INTO MOLDS TO MAKE CANDLES -- OR TRY TO MASTER 
CENTURIES-OLD RECIPES FOR SOUP AND CREAD. IT'S ALL 
PART OF A PROGRAI! DESIGHED TO TEACH THE!! MORE ABOUT 
THEIR NATION'S COLONIAL HISTORY. THE MUSEUM IS THE 
PRODUCT OF A SUNNER WORKSHOP HELD AT THE UNIVERSITY 
LAST YEAR, WHEN ONE-HUID?EN-AND-FIFTY CONNECTICUT 
SCHOOL TEACHERS TOOK A COURSE ON THE ARTS AND CRAFTS 


OF EIGHTEENTH-CENTURY AMERICA. 


THE TEACHERS DEVELOPED THEIR CLASSROOM INSTRUCTIONAL 
SKILLS == BUT AT THE SAME TIME AMASSED A CONSIDERABLE 
COLLECTION OF WARES SIMILAR TO THOSE MADE BY THE 
CRAFTSHEN OF THE THIRTEEN COLONIES. WONDERING WHAT 
TO DO WITH THEIR HANDIVORK, THE TEACHERS DECIDED 

TO PUT IT ON DISPLAY. THE UNIVERSITY CONTRIBUTED 
SPACE, A LOCAL BICENTENNIAL GROUP CONTRIBUTED MONEY, 


AND BY THE END OF THE SUM IER THE BICENTENNIAL 


NARR: 
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CCONT'D) CHILDREN'S MUSEUM WAS READY TO OPEI! ITS DOORS. THE 


DIRECTOR OF THE MUSEUM, BEHA KALLICK, TELLS WHAT 
HAPPENED THEN: 


TAPE: CUT ONE -- KALLICK 


NARR: 


PE: 


"IN THE FALL WE DECIDED THAT WE WOULD SEND AN ANNOUNCEMENT 
TO SCHOOLS SUGGESTING CLASS FIELD TRIPS. MANY CHILDREN 
STARTED COMING WITH THEIR TEACHERS FROM SCHOOLS ALL 

OVER CONNECTICUT AND PARTS OF NEW YORK STATE. THEN, 
THROUGH THE POPULARITY OF THE PROGRAM, \IE OPENED IT 

UP TO THE COMMUNITY, AND STARTED HAVING WEEKEND 

FAMILY PROGRAMS," 

EAGER FOR ANY OPPORTUNITY TO LEARN ASOUT AMERICAN 
COLONIAL HISTORY IN THIS BICENTENNIAL YEAR, MORE 

THAN TWO HUNDRED TEACHERS <= WITH CLASSES TOTALING 

IX THOUSAND STUDENTS -- ARE ON A WAITING LIST TO 

TAKE PART IN THE PROGRAM, THE ENTHUSIASM AMONG TH 
FIVE-TO-TWELVE YEAR OLD CHILDREM WHO HAVE VISITED THE 
USEUM IS REFLECTED IM THE MAIL RECEIVED BY THE 

STAFF == WHICH HAS CEEN EXPANDED THROUGH THE RECRUITMENT 


OF OLDER STUDENTS WHO SERVE AS VOLUNTEERS: 





TT0 -- K : 





"WE ANTICIPATED THAT IT WOULD BE NODERATELY SUCCESSFUL, 
BUT WE DIDN'T REALIZE IT WOULD BE OVERWHELMINGLY 
SUCCESSFUL, AS IT IS. I THINK ONE OF THE REASONS 

THE MUSEUM IS SO IMPORTANT IS THAT TEACHERS HAVE 
ACTUALLY CREATED A PLACE FOR THEIR CLASSES TO COME 

AND SHARE IN A FIELD TRIP == AND BECAUSE WE AS A STAFF 
HAVE DEVELOPED A VERY EXCITING IDEA FOR CHILDREN 

TO PARTICIPATE IN AN ENVIRONMENT THAT GIVES THEI A 
FEELING FOR WHAT IT MIGHT HAVE BEEN LIKE A LONG 

TINE AGO. I THINK IT'S HARD FOR THEM TO UNDERSTAND 
THAT $ T ‘ 









NARR: 


TAPE: 


NARR: 
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THE BICENTENNIAL CHILDREN'S MUSEUM OFFERS A DEPARTURE 
FROM THE STANDARD HISTORICAL FARE USUALLY PRESENTED 

IN CLASSROOMS. THERE IS ONLY A PASSING INTEREST IN 
NAMES, AND DATES, AND PLACES -- AND MORE OF AN EMPHASIS 
ON HOW PEOPLE, CITIZENS OF THE THIRTEEN AMERICAN 
COLONIES, LIVED THEIR DAILY LIVES. THE CHILDREN WHO 
COHE TO THE MUSEUM, REGARDLESS OF THEIR AGE, JUMP RIGHT 
IN TO THE ARTS AND CRAFTS PROGRAI! -- USING THEIR 

HANDS AND FEET TO BUILD UP THEIR KNOWLEDGE OF COLONIAL 


AMERICA; 


CUT THREE ~- KALLICK 


"IF YOU WOULD WALK THROUGH THE MUSEUM ON A DAY 

WHEN CHILDRE?! ARE HERE, YOU WOULD SEE CHILDREN STANDING 
NEAR AN OLD CAST-IRON STOVE BAKING BREAD ... WHEN 

THE WEATHER CHANGES AND IT'S WARI! ENOUGH WE'LL MOVE 

THE STOVE OUTSIDE AND USE OUR WOOD TO HEAT THEOVEN. 
YOU'LL FIND PEOPLE CARDING FLEECE, SPINNING VIOOL, 
WEAVING, TINSMITHING =- USIi!G THE TOOLS THAT THE 
TINSMITH USED IN THOSE DAYS -- AND MAYBE IF YOU GO 

TO THE APOTHECARY YOU'LL SEE CHILDREN LEARNING ABOUT 
MEDICINAL HERBS AND MAYBE PREPARING A BATCH OF 
MEDICINAL TEAS FOR THEMSELVES. OTHERS MIGHT BE WALKING 
IN THE ENVIRONMENT TO FINO OUT WHAT IS NATURAL TO 

THIS AREA, OR BUILDING THINGS WITH WOOD, OR TAKING 

PART IH OTHER ACTIVITIES REPRESENTING WHAT IT MIGHT 
HAVE BEEN LIKE TO LIVE IN COLONIAL NEV ENGLAND." 


THE CHILDREN'S MUSEUM -- WITH ITS PUPPET SHOWS AND 
CARPENTRY, SOUP-HMAKING AID CANDLE-'AX -- IS IN MANY 
RESPECTS A PLAYGROUND. BUT THE STAFF BELIEVES THAT 
THE PROGRAM, WITH ITS EMPHASIS ON THE DAY-TO-DAY 
ROUTINES OF- COLONIAL AMERICA, HAS GREATER VALUE -- 
AHD THAT THAT VALUE IS NOT LOST ON THE STUDENTS. 


MANY OF THOSE STUDENTS COE AWAY FROM THE MUSEUM WITH 


A BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF THE PROBLEMS OF COLONIAL 
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NARR : 
CCONT'D)LIFE, AND A GREATER APPRECIATION FOR THE MODERN-DAY 


COMFORTS OF TWENTIETii CENTURY AMERICA: 


TAPE: CUT FOUR -- INTERVIEWER & CHILD 
CQUESTION) "WOULD YOU LIKE TO HAVE LIVED BACK THEN, 
DO YOU THINK? CANSWER) I DON'T THINK SO. IT WOULD 
HAVE BEEN KIND OF A HARD LIFE THEN.” 
NARR: SEVEN-AND-A~HALF YEAR OLD ARI HOROWITZ, A RECENT VISITOR 
TO THE MUSEUI, WHO SAID HE ENJOYED WORKING WITH 
WOOD AND MAKING SOUP -- BUT WHO ALSO WENT HOME WITH 
A CLEARER VIEW) OF THE DIFFICULTIES EARLY AMERICANS 


HAD TO FACE. 


TAPE : CUT FIVE -- KALLICK 


"THERE'S A LOT OF EXCITENEINT HERE, AND I THINK 

THAT THE CHILDREN AT FIRST THINK THAT IT'S REALLY 

A FUN PLACE TO BE. BUT AFTER A WHILE, I THINK THEY 

START TO HAVE SOHE UNDERSTANDING THAT WHAT WE CONSIDER 

TO BE LEISURE CRAFTS WERE REALLY, FOR A PERSON LIVING 

IN NEW ENGLAND TWO HUNDRED YEARS AGO, PART OF A LONG 

PROCESS OF LIVING -- PART OF WHAT LIFE WAS ALL ABOUT. 

AND I THINK THAT THEY ARE IMPRESSED BY IT, AND ENTHUSIASTIC 

ABOUT THEIR OPPORTUNITY TO HAVE SHARED IN THAT EXPERIENCE." 
NARR ; FOR THE THOUSANDS OF STUDENTS WHO WILL SEE THE CHILDREN'S 

MUSEUM IN THIS GICENTENNIAL YEAR -- AND FOR THEIR 

TEACHERS, WHO WILL TAKE NEW IDEAS AND PROJECTS 

BACK TO THEIR CLASSROOMS -- THE AMERICAN BIRTHDAY 

CELEBRATION IN FAIRFIELD CONNECTICUT, “ITH ITS 

EXPLANATIONS ABOUT THE PAST, WILL GIVE NEW MEANING 

FOR THE FUTURE. AND AS FOR MUSEUM DIRECTOR SENA KALLICK, 


SHE IS VERY PLEASED -~ ABOUT THE PRESENT: 
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TAPE: CUT SIX -- KALLICK 

"OH I THINK IT'S VERY EXCITING AND IT'S WONDERFUL 

TO KHOW THAT AN IDEA THAT SEEMED LIKE JUST AN IDEA 

It! THE SPRING HAS BEEN ABLE TO FULFILL ITSELF SO 

BEAUTIFULLY FOR THIS YEAR. AND, IT'S VERY REWARDING." 
ANNCR: THIS HAS GEEN DATELINE, THE WEEKLY VOICE OF AMERICA 

PROGRAM WHICH BRINGS YOU PEOPLE, PLACES AND EVENTS IN 

THE UNITED STATES. TODAY'S DATELINE HAS BEEN FAIRFIELD 

CONNECTICUT, HOME OF THE BICENTENNIAL CHILDREN'S 

MUSEUM. JOIN US AGAIN NEXT CAT THIS TIME) FOR 

ANOTHER DATELINE, FROM SOMEWHERE ELSE IN THE UNITED 


STATES. 


WJL/PBM 


